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CHARLESTOWN, May 27, 1789. 


To the MEMBERS of the SOCIETY. 
for propagating the GOSPEL 
among the IN DIANs, and others, 


in North-America. C/ 


IncoxroraTED by an AcT of this Cou- 
MONWEALTH, 


-2SSSSIDSSHEGGESEGEEE: 
GENTLEMEN, a 


my power to afford ſome aſſiſtance in carrying this 
excellent deſign into execution, from the eſtate of the 
late Hon. Joan ALroRD, Eſquire, deceaſed - who, in his 


1 gives me a particular ſatisfaction, in having it in 


life-time, had this matter much at heart as one of his 


executors, 
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49 
executors, by putting into your hands a conſiderable in- 


tereſt, part of the charity appropriated out of his eſtate to 
publick and private uſes. 


Col. ALrorD, when living, was often ſpeaking and 


writing in favour of ſuch a plan ; he was deſirous the 


Aboriginals ſhould be both civilized and chriſtianized; 


that the Goſpel ſhould: be ſent into the dark, benighted 


parts of the land, and was always ready to contribute to 
this benevolent deſign, that ſuch as ſet in.darkneſs. may 


come to the knowledge of the truth. 


| Win abilities, his publick and private character, as a 
Chriſtian and as a citizen,, gained bim the honour, eſteem, 
and confidence of his country. 


The intereſt lodged in my hands, out of his eſtate, 
made me deſirous ſome attempt ſhould be made; accord- 
ingly in July, 1786, I requeſted the Rev. Mr. Daniel Little, 
of Wells, a worthy miniſter, and highly recommended, 


to go to the Indian tribe at Penobſcot river, to inſtruct 
the ſaid Indians in the knowledge of the Chriſtian Religion, 


and their children in uſeful human literature. Having 
the countenance of his Excellency Governour Bowpoin, 
I wrote them, and the inhabitants; as follows. 


© BRrETHREN, 
«The Rev. Mr. Little comes as a Miſſionary among 
you, to promote your beſt ggod, by inſtrufting you, and 
| your 


th, 
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your children. The difficulties he may go through, the 
chearfulneſs with which he engages in this work, for your 
welfare, I with may encourage you to receive him as your 

kind father and friend.” 5 


To my CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, and ENGLISH 
INHABITANTS, at PzsNnoezszscorT. 


66 deſire you will be ſo kind as to aſſiſt the Rev. Mr. 
Little in obtaining a knowledge of the general ſtate of the 
Indians; he is a perſon much eſteemed among us, and 
chearfully undertakes this ſervice to promote your welfare. 
When his time cannot be employed to the benefit of the 
Indians, he may be employed as a Miſſionary among you 
with acceptance and advantage. I hope his coming will 
be attended with a divine bleſſing. 


I am, affectionately, 
Your friend and ſervant, 


RICHARD CARY.” 
Medford, July 1, 1786, | 


Mr. Little adviſed me of his arri val at Penobſcot-Bay, 
Aug. 7, by a letter, of which the following is extracted 
at the ſame time mentions the arrival of the Roman Ca- 
tholick Miſſionary from New-York. 


te Immediately 


EF 8 9 
e Immediately after the Commiſſioners had quieted 
the Indians about their landed claims, I moved up to a 
ſmall village of ſeven families, near the borders of In- 
dian Old-Town, where I opened an Engliſh ſchool, to 
which I invited the preſence and attention of the In- 
dians, as they were paſſing up the river from the trea- 


ty; having, upon my firſt arrival in the river, commu- 


nicated to their chief Sachem the benevolent deſign of 
my miſſion. The arrival of the French Prieſt at this 
juncture, and his officiating in his way among the Indians, 
prevented my acceſs to them on religious ſubjects, as a 


publick teacher. I then invited him to my lodgings, and 


reaſoned with him upon the advantages of a free Engliſh 
ſchool, for the benefit of the Indians, abſtracted from re- 
ligious conſiderations, in hopes to avail myſelf of his influ- 
ence. In about a fortnight after, he collected the Indians 
together near the uppermoſt branches of the river; they 
diſperſed ſoon after the treaty, to attend their wares and 


traps, and reported to me the reſult of their council, viz. 


That a ſmall part of them were deſirous to have their 
children taught the language and manners of the Engliſh, 
but all of them were apprehenſive that their religion 
would be in danger ; wiſhed to know why their children 
could not be taught to read and write by a maſter of their 
own religious perſuaſion. 


« After finding the firſt object of my miſſion clouded 


by unforeſeen occurrences and events, I ſpent the reſt of 
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my time among the inhabitants down the river and bay of 


Penobſcot, where my ſervices were acceptable and I hope 
uſeful.” | | 


Mr. Little was on his miſſion about three months, and 


I believe did every thing in his power to anſwer the good 
purpoſes he went upon. He ſent me a plan of Penobſcot 


river, with the Indian boundaries. 


Settled Auguſt 28, 1786. 


The monies delivered into the hands of your Treaſurer, 
with a ſchedule annexed, are eleven ſpecie bonds, amount- 
ing to eleven hundred and fifty-two pounds, lawful money ; 
three continental certificates for 2300 dollars, dated Octo- 


ber, 1777 ; two continental certificates, dated February, 
1779, for 800 dollars; one continental certificate, dated 


February, 1779, for 300 dollars; ſix conſolidated notes 
of this ſtate, for £.418-15-0 lawful money ; a number of 
other certificates of a later date, eſtimated at a leſs value; 
J. Hardy's certificates for 920 dollars. Several years in- 
tereſt is due on ſome of the certificates, notes, and the 
bonds, which I have ſettled in the beſt manner in my 
power, conſidering the ſituation of publick affairs, and the 
changing ſcenes we have paſſed through. 


Another donation given, which the executors thought 
of public utility, was fifty pounds ſterling towards raiſing 
a fund 
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a fund for the ſupport of poor difſenting miniſters widows 


and children, after their deceaſe, who are at times reduced 
to difficult circumſtances; 


Three hundred and forty pounds, lawful money, has 
been beſtowed in private charities to unfortunate perſons, 
known to be ſuch, and recommended by very reſpectable 
characters. 


The inſtitution of a new profeſſorſhip, at Harvard Col- 
lege, of Natural Religion, Moral Philoſophy, and Civil 
Polity, called by the name of ALrorD's PRorkssok, will, I 
doubt not, prove very beneficial to the publick ; ſurns of 
money for the ſupport of it, haye been lodged, at differ- 
ent times, in the hands of their Treaſurers, and by a late 
ſettlement with Mr. Treaſurer Storer, amounts, in ſpecie, 
to . 155 2-4-2 lawful money. The intereſt ariſing is £.93 

er annum, which will ſoon be ſufficient to anſwer the 
benevolent deſign. Under our excellent Conſtitution and 


national form of government, no wiſe man will be want- 


ing in uſing his beſt endeavours for its ſupport. 


Lectures on publick virtue, by the Profeſſor, to thoſe 
under his care, inculcating the great advantage, as well 
as neceſſity of good laws, and having them duly executed, 
for the ſupport of government and order, cannot but prove 


beneficial to the riſing generation, and better qualify them 


for publick ſervice. 
A con- 


* 
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A conſiderable intereſt, from this eſtate, has been ſent, 
at different times, to the Treaſurers of the College in New- 
Jerſey (equal to what was given to the College in this. 
vicinity) to be applied in a way the Governours and Di- 
rectors of Naſſau-Hall ſhould think would be moſt ſerv- 


iccable to that ſociety. 


The worthy Founder of theſe charities; by Ris laſt will, 
appears to have been influenced'by the nobleſt principles 
of action, that” of promoting the glory of his Almighty” 
Creator, the ſpiritual and temporal welfare of his fellow« 
creatures. His mind was known many years befbre His 
death, that he intended to leave a conſiderable part of his 
eſtate to pious and charitable uſes. Having honoured me 
with his power to act, I have often heard him ſpeak with 
concern of the ſtate of the Indians, how gentlemen» in 


England were at great expence in having the Goſpel pro- 


pagated among them, while we, in this country, were in- 
attentive to this important concern. 


With pleaſure I deliver up this intereſt to your manage- 
ment and direction, being convinced, from your wiſdom 
and judgment, nothing will be wanting, on your part, to 
carry this benevolent plan into execution. My advanced 


age and infirmities make-1t: neceſſary. 


Great difficulties have attended ſettling this eſtate; the 
company's affairs were unſettled, and their books in great 
diſorder. The _ that had the care' of the eſtate in 

the 


6 
the Jerſeys, were remiſs in their ſettlements; ſeveral va- 
luable tracts of land remained unſold. Other concerns 
called me twice to New-Jerſey and Philadelphia; once 
in the winter ſeaſon; my going was thought to be advan- 
tageous for the concern. I wiſh my abilities had been 
equal to the important truſt repoſed in me. 


The publick being ſo much intereſted in the diſpoſal 
of Col. Alford's eſtate, is an apology for my being ſo par- 
ticular. Accounts of money received and paid away, with 
other matters relating to it, have been lodged in the Pro- 


bate Office in Cambridge, to which I beg leave to refer 


any one who deſires information, or an application to me 
will fave that trouble. 


I thank you, Gentlemen, for the honour done me in 
voting me into your reſpectable ſociety. Be aſſured, I 


ſhall cheerfully give every aſſiſtance in my power to pro- 
mote the intereſt of this benevolent undertaking, and 


am, with reſpectful regards, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your obliged humble ſervant, 


RIicHAaRD CARY. 


To the Honourable OLIVER WENDELL, 
Eſquire, and the Members of the Society for 
propagating the Goſpel among the Indians in 
the United States of North- America. 
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AT a meeting of the SoctzTy for propagating the Gosp Rl. 
among the InDIaNns, and others, in NoRTH-AMERICA, 


May 28, 1789. 


OTE, That the Aſſiſtant Secretary, the Rev. 
Mr. ELioT, and the Rev. Mr. HiLyarDd, be a 
committee to wait upon RicHaRD Carry, Eſq. and, in the 
name of this Society, to expreſs their very great ſatisfaction 
in the idea, that the benevolent and truly Chriſtian deſigns 
of the late Colonel Al roxp have been ſo faithfully ſe- 
conded by his Executor; to return him the ſincere thanks 
of the Society for his very liberal donation this day made 
to them, to enable them to effect the benevolent purpoſes 
of their inſtitution ; to aſſure him, that it ſhall be faith- 
fully applied to the purpoſes for which it is given, and 
to expreſs the wiſhes and prayers of the Society, that the 
bleſſing of thoſe who are ready to periſh may come upon 
him, 
A true extrat# from the Minutes. 
Atteſt. 


PETER THACHER, A/ifant Secr'y. 


——>—>>M ANNE EEC 
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